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BUSHFIRE SEASON — NORTHERN WET SEASON — PREPAREDNESS 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.05 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform the house about the state’s preparedness for this year’s bushfire season and the northern wet 
season. As always, it will be an extremely busy time for our emergency services personnel and volunteers. Last 
year, despite it being a relatively quiet bushfire season, career and volunteer firefighters attended more than 
3 200 bushfires. Bushfire is a real and present threat and we all have a role to play in preparing our families, homes 
and businesses for bushfires and cyclones. Being ready can be the difference between life and death. 
On Sunday, 1 October, the new Department of Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner, Darren Klemm, and 
I launched the “Are You Bushfire Ready?” campaign at Argyle–Irishtown in the south west. The people of Argyle–
Irishtown are a fantastic example of taking a proactive approach to be ready for when a bushfire breaks out. 
Their actions made the difference when bushfire threatened homes and lives on Australia Day this year. 
Argyle–Irishtown was recognised as one of the state’s leading bushfire-ready communities and presented with 
a certificate of appreciation by Commissioner Klemm. The “Are You Bushfire Ready?” campaign is run by the 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services and supported by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. It 
reinforces the message that bushfire is a shared responsibility and everyone has to take steps now to reduce their 
bushfire risk. People must also make a plan about what they would do in the event of an emergency. Included in 
this year’s targeted awareness campaign is a suite of new tools that will guide individuals and families through 
planning and preparing their bushfire survival plan. 
“Fire chat” is the five-minute conversation everyone who lives near bush, even in the suburbs, needs to have with 
their family and neighbours. Only 16 per cent of Western Australians have actually had a conversation with their 
families about how they would survive a bushfire. People need to consider when to leave, where to go and which 
way to go. At each new level of bushfire planning, it asks: are you sure you are prepared to stay? That is something 
people have to seriously consider. It could be far worse than they think. Community members who elect to stay 
are taken through another series of steps that explain what it means to “be ready” to stay and defend. Property 
preparation and emergency kit checklists are also available for download or in hard copy. There will also be 
community street meets led by DFES community preparedness teams in high-risk areas. Bushfire ready teams, 
made up of our state’s invaluable volunteers, will also be visiting homes across the regions to help them prepare 
for the season. In the north west of the state, communities need to prepare for cyclones and flooding with the 
coming wet season. The coast between Broome and Exmouth is the most cyclone-prone region in Australia. I ask 
members of this house to raise awareness about these important issues and encourage their communities to prepare 
for bushfires, cyclones and floods. 
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